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‘Peoples Empowerment Trust’” with the stated goals of promoting cooperation
among scientists, defending scientific freedom, encouraging scientific responsibility, and
supporting scientific education and science outreach for the betterment of all humanity. It is
the one of the world’s largest and most prestigious general scientific society.

Objective of IRF:

< To provide a world class platform to researchers to share the research findings by
organizing International/National Conferences.

< To use the research output of the conference in the class room for the benefits of the
students.

< To encourage researchers to identify significant research issues in identified areas, in
the field of Science, Engineering, Technology and Management.

< To help dissemination of their work through publications in a journal or in the form of
conference proceedings or books.

< To help them in getting feedback on their research work for improving the same and
making them more relevant and meaningful, through collective efforts.

< To encourage regional and international communication and collaboration; promote
professional interaction and lifelong learning; recognize outstanding contributions of
individuals and organizations; encourage scholar researchers to pursue studies and
careers in circuit branches and its applications.

< To set up, establish, maintain and manage centers of excellence for the study of /on
related subjects and discipline and also to run self supporting projects for the benefit
of needy persons, irrespective of their caste, creed or religion.

About ThelRES:

The Institute of Research Engineers and Scientists (ThelRES)is a non-profit
organization that promotes the Engineering and Technology, related latest developments
and issues to be discussed and experimented through interactions amongst the researchers and
academician across the globe at a common platform in association with The IIER, Academics
World & ISER.
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THE ROLE OF THE THAI GOVERNMENT TOWARDS
SELF-GOVERNING OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES

AIRAWEE WIRAPHANPHONG

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University, Bangkok, Thailand
E-mail: airawee. wi@ssru.ac.th

Abstract - This paper has aimed to study the role of the Thai government in the self-governing of local communities. Overall,
this was a qualitative study; by using documentary research methodology. The results had showed that the role of the state in
the self-governing of local communities can be divided into three phases: 1) The centralization of power in the central
government, 2) The decentralization stage by granting autonomy to the local administrative organization, and 3) The current
stage with the claim of autonomy for the community.

Index Terms - Centralization, Decentralization, Self-Government, Local Community

I. INTRODUCTION decentralization, 3) the concept of multi-level
governance, and 4) Ostrom Resource Management

The decentralization of local administrative  Concept.

organizations in Thailand has been systematically

initiated since 1999; in accordance with the provisions  IIL. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

of the 1997 Thai Constitution and the Decentralization

Act. The essence of the decentralization of the This was a qualitative study; in terms of the

Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 2540 is to  information collected. The documentary research

provide local autonomy in public policy. General method was a comprehensive study to review all

administration personal administration Finance and the  relevant documents. The study was based on relevant

power of their own [1]. The implementation of the documents, including information from relevant

content is very important in terms of being successful  academic papers such as books, textbooks, dissertation

by looking at the different roles in the government. [2]  articles, laws, and related research.

The role of the state has a great influence on local

government; that includes community autonomy, IV.RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

because of the rule of the state [3]. The study of the role

of the state in community self-government is thus of  The role of the state in the self-governing of local

great importance. communities can be divided into three phases: 1) the
centralization of central government, 2) the
1. LITERARY REVIEW decentralization of power by self-government to the

local government, and 3) the current term; with the
This study could be divided into four theories: 1) the  claim of community autonomy.It can be concluded and
autonomy of local autonomy, 2) the concept of presented in Figure 1.

The decentralization The current term with
The centralization of stage by granting the selfgoverning cla.im
powerinthe central. a utonnmy'to thé local of the community, is
administrative listed in the paragraph
organization. below.

Figure 1:The role of the state in the self-governing of local communities.

1. The centralization of power in the central. the power distribution in different districts, the
The foundation of the Thai government and  centralization of power into the central cause is used
administration, are written in detail in this section.  for sealing the country. Working against the invasion
There was a major evolution of the reform of the rulers ~ of the great powers that existed at that time was
during the reign of King Rama V. One of the major  important. The reforms have resulted in a strong
causes of administrative reform, was the threat of  central government; with the end of the city being
Western imperialism to the country. Asia is often  weak.It can be concluded and presented in Figure 2.

claimed that the right to occupy this land is to makethe =~ After the change of administration from absolute
country prosper. "The burden of the white people" has  monarchy to a democratic system in 1932, Thailand
ma tne saryto modernize the country. [4] From  had the highest constitutional law in the country. It

Proceedings of 103" The IRES International Conference, Zurich, Switzerland, 16®-17% February, 2018
1







The Role of the Thai Government Towards Self-Governing of Local Communities

levels; of which include areas from both the public and
private sectors. [12] It can be concluded and presented
in Figure 4.

Sovereignty

0

Central
government

|

Local

government

Community

Community Community

Figure 4:Relationship between the central government local
government and community.

In line with Ostrom’s concept of shared resource
management, Ostrom challenged traditional

1) The centralization of power in the central
government. The government plays a role in
implementing policies and solving problems through
the ministry’s mechanisms.

2) Decentralization by giving autonomy to the local
government. The system has been in operation since
1999, in accordance with the provisions of the 1997
Constitution of Thailand and the Act on
Decentralization and the Decentralization Process for
Local Government Organizations BE 2542

3) The current stage of community self-sufficiency
claims is that decentralization by self-government to
local government organizations does not solve the
problem and fully respond to the needs of the people.
It calls for the state to adapt its role to the concept of
multi-level governance and the concept of Ostrom.

REFERENCES

Thaitus Mala. ““The role of collaboration between the Council
of Community Organizations and local government
organizations.”” Bangkok:National Institute of Development
Administration, Thailand. 2011.

(1

. . [2] Suksanga, M. “The study on the desirable core competency in
knowledge by demonstrating that communities can recruitment and selection of personnel of leading
successfully share resources without the need for organizations in Thailand” Suan Sunandha Rajabhat
centralized control. Traditional state roles often University, Bangkok, Thailand.2016.
address resource management issues by direct control ~ [3}  Udom Thumkosit. “Modern Local Governance: Lessons from
of the state. The state will play a role as an external Developed  Countries " Bangkok: = National = Institute ~ of
force to the people to choose the right way and punish Development Administration, Thailand. 2011. o
them for wrongdoing. However, in reality, the state is 1 Xovit ~ Wongsurawat. Politics  of — Thailand:
quite ineffective in enforcing the rules. It does not ;/([)lil(t)ldlmenslonal Bangkok: Kasetsart University, Thailand.
solve the problem of resource management accurately [51 Chuchai Supawong. “Decentralization of health in the next 10
and thoroughly and ends with the same resource years(2001-2010)’Nonthaburi: Ministry of Public Health.,
corruption as before. [13] Thailand. 2001

[6] Heywood, A. “Politics”. 2nd ed. York: Palgrave. 2002.
Ostrom has pointed out that, resource users in the [7] Trakool Meechai. 2010. ‘“Politics and decentralization to
community and those with long-term resources are local”  Retrieved  January 21, 2013  from
knowledgeable about the state of the area; and people http://www.fpps.or.th/news.php?detail=n1286216046 news
who share resources well and tend to be able to [81 Wunlop Rutchuttranon. “Principles of Local Government”
efficiently manage shared resources. From this, Bangkok: Kasetsart University, Thailand. 2011.
resource users have followed the norms of the [91 Nakarin Mekthrairat. “‘Centralization "Retrieved May 10,
communities they live in. These norms determine the 2013 i o . .
behavior of the fesource users, such as: what is the fromhttp://www kpi ac th/wiki/index php/ N33 IUFUEET
right thing to do, what is wrong, what should not be un
done. Behavioral norms such as these will make [10] Nakarin Mekthrairat. “Progress in decentralization process in
certain rules in the community more effective in Thailand and proposal”Bangkok: Thammasat University.
resource management than control over the state. 2009. . A o ,
According to Ostrom's study, enforcement of external (1] ¥ﬁk.a rin Mekthraira. lf,r ogress In c.’ecemrahzanon process in

ailand and proposal” Bangkok: Thammasat University.

rules will result in voluntary community compliance. 2009.

[12] Piattoni, S. Multi-level Governance; A Historical and
CONCLUSION Conceptual Analysis. “European Integration”. 31 (March):

163-180. 2009.
it can be concluded that th role of government in (1% O3, F Gorerng the Commors 1he Evoltor o
community self-regulation can be divided into 3 University Press. 1990.
phases.
b 8. & ¢

Proceedings of 103" The IRES International Conference, Zurich, Switzerland, 16%-17% February, 2018

3




	Untitled1
	Untitled2
	Untitled3
	Untitled4

