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About IRAJ Research Forum (IRF):

The IRAJ Research Forum is an International non-profit academic association under
‘Peoples Empowerment Trust’” with the stated goals of promoting cooperation
among scientists, defending scientific freedom, encouraging scientific responsibility, and
supporting scientific education and science outreach for the betterment of all humanity. It is
the one of the world’s largest and most prestigious general scientific society.

Objective of IRF:

< To provide a world class platform to researchers to share the research findings by
organizing International/National Conferences.

< To use the research output of the conference in the class room for the benefits of the
students.

< To encourage researchers to identify significant research issues in identified areas, in
the field of Science, Engineering, Technology and Management.

< To help dissemination of their work through publications in a journal or in the form of
conference proceedings or books.

< To help them in getting feedback on their research work for improving the same and
making them more relevant and meaningful, through collective efforts.

< To encourage regional and international communication and collaboration; promote
professional interaction and lifelong learning; recognize outstanding contributions of
individuals and organizations; encourage scholar researchers to pursue studies and
careers in circuit branches and its applications.

< To set up, establish, maintain and manage centers of excellence for the study of /on
related subjects and discipline and also to run self supporting projects for the benefit
of needy persons, irrespective of their caste, creed or religion.

About ThelRES:

The Institute of Research Engineers and Scientists (ThelRES)is a non-profit
organization that promotes the Engineering and Technology, related latest developments
and issues to be discussed and experimented through interactions amongst the researchers and
academician across the globe at a common platform in association with The IIER, Academics
World & ISER.
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The imnact of Tourism on local community following the case study of Wat Siri Phutto (Khamchanod), Ban Dung, Udon Thani

river respect this area a great deal because they
worship King of Nagas due to their culture and belief.
Therefore, Kamchanod apparently reflects the
relation and the interdependence between natural
landscape and local culture.

In addition, the mystery about ghosts in Kamchanod
is nationwide famous and got attention from people
across the country. In 1987 a four-strong projectionist
team arrived early evening on the island and set up
their open-air cinema equipment in a clearing, exactly
as the mysterious caller had requested. At four in the
morning the outdoor theatre finished and the crowd
disappeared just as suddenly as they had arrived. The
cinema crew packed up their equipment and headed
back to Wang Tong where villagers knew nothing of
the event, and nobody had heard the loud speakers
booming either. All four men realized that their
movies had been viewed by a large gathering of
ghosts. The movie was made in 2007 based on this
tale in which Kamchnod forest is linked to the belief

and ghosts.
As a result, the researchers are interested in
considering the current tourism situation at

Kamchanod because of the fever of Thai soap opera
about the Queen of Nakees who fell in love with
human, which attracts ten thousands of visitors a day.
Mr. Suwat Kerndee or Grandfather Khiew, the host of
Chao Pu Srisuttho ceremony claimed that the faith
that flows in Kamchanod was from the holiness of
Chao Pu Srisuttho which brought thousands of
visitors to worship him. However, the increasing
number of the visitors leads to garbage problems and
destructing the ecosystem of Kamchanod forest.
Currently, related government organizations are
seeking preventive measures to deal with this
problem. However, it is essential that locals and the
visitors help conserve this forest and inherit the
mystery of Kamchanod.

II. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

1. To consider the current tendency of tourism at
Wat Siri Phutto or Wat Kamchanod, Ban Dung,
Udon Thani.
To investigate the impact of tourism on local
community in termsof economy, society and
environment.

III. LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Concept of Ecotourism and Cultural Tourism

Ecotourism is a new form of tourism and in English
there are several terms sharing the same meaning as
ecotourism including nature tourism, biotourism and
green tourism. However, all tourism types refer to
sustainable tourism. The 1990 Globe Meeting in
Canada defined sustainable tourism as “tourism that
meets the needs of present tourists and host regions
while protecting and enhancing opportunity for the
future. The objective of sustainable tourism is to

retain the economic and social advantages of tourism
development while reducing or mitigating any
undesirable impacts on the natural, historic, cultural
or social environment.” In addition, sustainable
tourism is driven under the limit of nature and is
aware of the participation of locals in social, cultural
and traditional concerns related to the tourism.
Sustainable tourism provides crucial economic
incentives for habitat protection. Revenues from
visitor spending and economic benefits are often
channeled back into nature conservation or capacity
building programs for local communities to manage
protected areas.

Chalita Inchai (2012) conducted the study on
Tourism Awareness Toward Conservation of
Tourism Resources in Mae Sa Waterfall, Mae Rim
District, Chiang Mai Province and found that
personal factors of visitors including genders, ages,
education levels, occupations, tourism experiences in
natural tourist attractions and information gained
created various tourism background and awareness
toward conservation of tourism resources because
personal factors are related to physical, emotional,
social, intelligent, proficient components having a
great influence on various behaviors of individuals.
The Ecotourism Society (1991) defines ecotourism as
“the responsible travel to natural areas and historic
sites that does not change or destruct values of the
ecosystem while offering economic opportunity
leading to conserve natural resources and sustains the
well-being of the locals.” Western (1993) redefined
and shortened the definition of ecotourism by The
Ecotourism Society as "responsible travel to natural
areas that conserves the environment, sustains the
well-being of the locals, and involves interpretation
and education.” :
Therefore, it is clear that marketing is a remarkable
tool in filtering types and quality of tourists to
promote tourism in terms of qualitative tourism rather
than quantitative tourism. The quality obviously leads
to sustainable tourism and current marketing
promotion and advertising are run by Tourism
Authority of Thailand (TAT).

B. Theory and Concept Related to Cultural
Tourism

World Tourism Organization defined cultural tourism
as the movement of persons, aroused by cultural
factors, to cultural attractions away from their normal
place of residence, with the intention to gather new
information and experiences to satisfy their cultural
needs. The main or concomitant goal is to visit the
sites and events whose cultural and historical value
has turned them being a part of the cultural heritage
and religious belief in that community. European
Center for Traditional and Regional Culture or
ECTARC mentioned to cultural attraction typology of
cultural tourism as follows:

1. Archaeological sites and museums

2. Architecture, buildings and historic ruins
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of tourists helps support ine circutar flow of economy
in Kamchanod. In addition, it is suggested to improve
the quality of service providers e.g., shops selling
things for ceremony of King of Nagas Baci, shops
selling small Buddha imases and souvenirs, shops
selling food and drinks ar  Thai folk dancers in the
ceremony of fulfilling vows in order to provide the
visitors with convenience. Kamchanod is a unique
natural Dharma tourist attraction because it is an island
that attracts many visitors who believe in superstition
to visit Wat Kamchanod. However, the increasing
number of visitors causes negative impact on
environment, society and culture. Also, tourism causes
environmental pollution and garbage problems. As a
result, it is important to launch rules and regulations to
control and prevent the problems from worship
activities, shop management, parking management
and waste disposal. The corporation between
government sector and community is very essential to
conserve cultural and natural resources and to take
care of environment. Also, local organizations and

people In Kamchanoa neea 1o have good cooperation
to maintain good culture and upgrade the quality of
tourism, environment and society to increase the
number of visitors in this holy place.

SUGGESTION

The potential of tourist attractions in local community
should be upgraded to support sustainable tourism.
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