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About IRAJ Research Forum (IRF): 

The /RAJ Research Forum is an Intern ati onal non-profit academic assoc iatio n under 

· Peoples Empowerment Trust' with the stated goal s of promoting cooperati on 

among scienti sts, defend ing scientific freedom. encouragin g sc ientific responsibility, and 

su pporting sc ientific educJtion and science outreach t()f the bette rment of a ll hu manity . It i'> 

the one of the world's largest and most prestigious general sc ientific society. 

Objective of IRF: 

·:· To provide a world class platform to researchers to share the research findings by 

. organizing International/National Conferences. 

·:· To use the research output of the conference in the class room for the benefits of the 

students. 

·:· . To encourage researchers to identify significant research issues in identified areas, in 

the field of Science. Engineering. Technology and Management. 

·:· To help dissemination of their work through publications in a journal or in the form of 

.conference proceedings or books. 

·:· To help them in getting feedback on their research work for improving the same and 

making them more relevant and meaningful , through collective efforts. 

•:• To encourage regional and international communication and collaboration; promote 

professional interaction and lifelong learning; recognize outstanding contributions of 

indiv iduais and organizations; encourage scholar researchers to pursue studies and 

careers in circuit branches and its applications. 

•:• To set up, establish, maintain and manage centers of excellence for the study of /on 

related subjects and discipline and also to run self supporting projects for the benefit 

of needy persons, irrespective of their caste, creed or rei igion. 

About IASTEM: 

International Academy of Science, Technology, Engineering and Management 

(IASTEM) is a non-profit private association dedicated to the promotion of international 

education and university cooperation in the field of Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Management. It is a Branch of The international Institute of Engineers and Researchers 

(The IIER). 
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EDITORIAL 

It is my proud privilege to welcome you a ll to the IAST EM International Conference 

at San Francisco, USA in association wi th The II ER. I am happy to see the papers from a ll 

part of the world and some of the best paper published in this proceed ings. This proceedi ng 

brings out the various Research papers from d iverse areas of Science, Engineering, 

Technology and Management. This platform is intended to provide a platform for 

researchers, educators and professionals to present their discoveries and innovati ve practice 

and to explore future trends and applications in the field Science and Engineering. However, 

this conference will also provide a forum for dissemination of knowledge on both theoretical 

and applied research on the above said area with an ultimate aim to bridge the gap between 

these coherent disciplines of knowledge. Thus the forum accelerates the trend of development 

of technology for next generation. Our goal is to make the Conference proceedings useful 

and interesting to audiences invoived in research in these areas, as well as to those involved 

in design, implementation and operation. to achie\e the goal. 

I once again give thanks to the Institute of Research and Journals, IASTEM, The IIER 

for organizing this event in San Francisco, USA. I am sure the contributions by the authors 

shall add value to the research community. I also thank all the International Advisory 

members and Reviewers for making this event a Successful one. 

Editor-In-Chief 

Dr.P.Suresh 
M.E, Ph.D. Professor and Controller of Examinations, 

Karpagam College of Engineering., 
Coimbatore, India . 
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THE INTEGRATION OF THE MON ETHNIC KNOWLEDGE AND THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THAI-MON PEOPLE IN COMMUNITY 

STRENGTHENING: A CASE STUDYOF MON COMMUNITIES IN 
PHRA PRADAENG AND BANG KADI 

VILAS! NEE JINTALIKHITDEE 

hculty of Human1t1es and Socia l ~c 1enccs. Suan Sunandh a KaJabhat Uni versity, Bangkok l"haliand 
E-mai I. vliasinec.J 11tyssru. a<:.th 

Abstract- This research aims to study the integration of the Mon ethnic knowledge and the participation ofThai-Mon people 
in community strengthening. This research is a qualitative research which involves data coll ected from primary and secondary 
documents, in-depth interviews, and participatory observation and non-participatory observation in the Mon communities in 
Phra Pradaeng Distri ct, Samut Prakan Province, and in Bang Kradi in Bangkhuntien Distri ct, Bangkok. The findings revealed 
that the integration of the Mon ethnic knowledge and the participation of Thai-Mon people in terms of cultural heritage 
conservation to strengthen the community of the two communities are different. The Mon Community in Bang Kradi relied on 
informal relationships between people in the community and the institutions who managed the community 's cultural heritage 
conservation. The Mon people in Bang Kradi establi shed a museum to pass on the Mon ethnic knowledge in the community: 
the museum is highl y glorified by the community members . Moreover, they had man aged the museum casuall y. On the other 
hand, the Mon Community in Phra Prada eng had passed on the Mon ethnic knowledge based academically. They established 
a museum as a learning center for academic references. In terms of the public participation for conserving cultural heritage, 
people in Mon Community in Phra Pradaeng ' s had the bond and cooperati,·e int.:ntions to conserve their cultural heritage in 
the area. This had strengthened the communitv regarding the conservation of the cultural heritage through the formal 
management " i thin the oommun~ Funhcnnorc . t~ had _ stcmi.::all~ .;{)!k.::tcd the \loo ethnic lulo"kJgc "hich a.IIO"cd 
them to pass on the knowledge effectively. 

l11dex Terms- Mon ethnic knowledge, participation , Mon community in Phra Pradaeng, Mon community in Bang Kadi . 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Thai society is an ethnically diverse society. There are 
many ethnic groups immigrating into the country 
whether they are Mon ethnic group, Vietnamese 
ethnic group (Yuan), Malay ethnic group (Malayu), or 
others. · Presently, the external dynamics in the 
globalized era have influenced Thai society 
tremendously. The role of the culture which used to be 
the origin of a society has been downplayed and 
become'assi!ntlated into Western culture. ~~ herefore, it 
is difficult to m a intain the local and ethnical cultural 
identities. 

As the role of the community culture has been 
minimized unlike in the past, the way oflife of people 
in the comm unity has changed to increasingly rely on 
modem technology. If thi s situation continues, th e 

. good community culture will be replaced by th e 
Western culture. Therefore, to integrate the 

.. community cultural knowledge by using the concept of 
establishing a comm unity museum to be a tool to 
·conserve and restore a community culture is highly 
necessary. This also includes the development of 
people in the community by invol vi ng them in 
establishing their ovm community museum. This can 
bring about the di stribution of community museums in 
different communities that can be used as an 
instniinent to develop people in the communities in 

the same direction. [I] Moreover, thi s can also 
conserve the community culture sustainably by 
systemically collecting the cultural knowledge in a 
community museum. The learning center 
management in a community has to rely on the 
participation in "FTS" model that consists of family, 
temple, and school. Thi s can lead to the true cultural 
conservation. [2] 
Thi s research will expl ore the Mon .ethnic group. 
which was an ethnic group that had a prosperous 
ancient civtiizi:nion in Southeast Asia.· Since the Man 
kingdom was peaceful , they didn ' t prepare their 
military force. Therefore, they were invaded by 
Burmese empire. These two ethnic groups 
continuously had a conflict until mid-l81h century; the 
Mon lost its sovereignty to Burma. This forced more 
and more Mon people to immigrate to Thailand and 
established many Mon communities, for example, 
Mon communities in Pak Kret, Bang Kradi , Phra 
Pradaeng, and so on. 
This research will study the Mon communities in Phra 
Pradaeng and Bang Kradi due to the fact that Mon 
community in Bang Kradi is one of the communities 
that have a very stron g culture in Thailand. They 
established a local museum and the Mon art & culture 
center in Bang Kradi which collected linguistics, 
cultural, and the way of life ofMon people documents 
and arti facts whi ch were their cultural heritages in the 
area for promoting the study of the way of life of Mon 
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The Integration Of The Mon Ethnic Knowledge And T he Participation OfThai-Mon People In Communitv Strengthening: A Case Study OfMon 
Commumties In Phra Pradaeng And Bang Kadi 

people in Bang Kradi . Furthermore, the Mon 
comm unity in Phra Pradaeng is also the one of Mon 
ethnic groups that has an outstandi ng Mon cultural 
conservation. They also established the Wat Khan 1,-at 
Mon museum which is one of the famous learni ng 
museums for Mon people. 

II. RESEARCII OBJECTIVE 

To study the integration ofthc Mon dhnic knowledge 
and the participation ofThai-Mon people with regards 
to community strengthening. 

Ill. RESEA RC H METHODOLOGY 

This research is a qualitati ve research. The data 
collection processes consist of: 
1) Study historical documents which are related to the 
history and relationships of the Mon ethnic group and 
Mon settlements in Thai land, the history of the Mon 
communities in Phra Pradaeng and Bang Kradi, and 
also the establishment ofMon local museums. 
2) Collect demographic data of the Mon communities 
in Phra Pradaeng and Bang Kradi to analyze the 
sociocult.ural cootext. and a)S(l srr-ead the cultural 
knowledge of Mon people. 
3) Conduct in-depth interviews with key informants 
from these two case areas; interview 10 samples from 
each community. 
4) Discuss with the samples from temples, the 
communities, and educational institutions in these 2 
case areas; there are I 0 representatives from each 
community. 

IV. RESEARC H RESULTS 

The prominent points of the integration of the Mon 
ethnic knowledge and the participation ofThai-Mon 

_people in community building .in Phra Pradaeng and 
Bang Kradi are comparatively analzyed as follows: 

l ) The Moo community in Phra Pradaeng 
Mon people in Phra Pradaeng had the bond and 
cooperative intention to conserve their cultural 
heritage in the area. The strength of community 
encouraged the community members to establish Wat 
Khan Lat Mon local museum which is the center of 
cultural data collection presenting the history and 
belief of the Mon tradition. This is the cultural 
conservation of the community by relying on the 
cooperation between fami lies, temples, and schools. In 
addition, the museum also provided the Mon ethnic 
knowledge in every academic dimension. The 
museum is separated into 2 building as follows: 
The first building is a one-floor building. This 
museum exhibits the pictures of an old building and 
the architecture of Mon people in the past, including 
political participation of Mon people and Mon 

ancestors who had contributed to-rhailand. Moreover. 
it exhi bits the pictures of artifacts from the religious 
ceremonies and rituals that promote better 
understanding about Mon people. 
The second building is the museum that is attractively 
decorated by the cu ltural heritage artifacts. There are 
Buddha statues. crockeries. and utensils or Mon 
people donated ~!·om the believers. rurthcrmorc. it 
also exhibits the costumes of Mon adolescents which 

Fig. I Wat Khan Lat Mon local museum [3] 

Fig.2 Wat Khan Lat Mon local museum [4] 

Additionally, in terms of collecting academic 
knowledge ofMon people in Phra Pradaeng, they had 
researched and collected academic documents by 
publ ishing them. This can lead to the better 
understanding and cultural conservation of Mon 
people in Phra Pradaeng. 

2) The Moo community in Bang Kradi 
The local museum was established in the Mon 
community in Bang Kradi in order to collect the 
knowledge about the Mon language, music, and Mon 
breast embroider sewing. Moreover, the experts in the 
community also volunteered to pass on the knowledge 
to the youth at an educational institution. Wat Bang 
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Kradi School had a curriculum which consists of local 
education, Thai traditional music. and introduction to 
career education. It can be said that the participation 
of people did promote the Mon -community in Bang 
Kradi bonds based on "FTS'' model which consists of 
families. temples. and schools. Th is benefited the 
community administration in terms of cultural 
conservation . Moreover. using cultural heritage also 
generated money to the community members. 

Fig.3 The local museum in the Moo community in Bang Kradi 
[51 

Fig.4 The local museum in the Moo community in Bang Kradi 
[6]. 

-- CONCLUSION AND DISSCUSSION 

The findings revealed that these two Mon 
communities had integrated the Mon ethnic 
knowledge by establishing the community museums. 
The Mon comm un ity in Bang Kradi had managed the 
museum casually, while the Mon Community in Phra 
Pradaeng had managed the museum based 
academically. The integrations of the Mon ethnic 
knowledge to bring about cultural conservation of 
these two communities are implemented by 
establishing the museums. These museums are the 
cultural data collection center for studying, 

researching, and passing on the histories and beliefs of 
Mon tradition. They had the data in form of 
documents and books collected by the experts or 
philosophers in the local areas. Moreover, they also 
relied on the involvement of fami lies. temples. and 
schools. to integrate the Mon ethnic knowledge in 
order to conserve their culture which conforms to the 
structural functional theory of Ngampis Satsanguan; 
[7] thi s theory shows the social instituti on 
mechanisms that are used for the public benefit. It also 
conforms to the research ofSupapon Makjang; (8] the 
research on the way of li fe of the Mon people in Bang 
Kradi showed that local wisdom should be conserved, 
systematically developed, and passed on to the next 
generation. Famil ies. temples, and schools should also 
participate in cultural conservation. Moreover, it also 
conforms to the research of Attapinya Sritup (9] whid: 
revealed that the cultural conservation method of the 
Mon ethnic group in Song Khanong, Ph ra Pradaeng 
District, Samut Prakan Province could establish a 
museum as a learn ing and data collection center as 
well as promote the participation in cultural and 
traditional conservation among the communities, 
temples. and educational institutions. Furthermore. 
the e:\patS in the communities also p.a.•.~-~ oo the 
knowledge that focused on the awareness of the value 
of community culture. 

SUGGESTION 

1) They should attentively study the Mon cultural 
heritage in order to create passion and dignity· in their 
cultural heritage. This can bring about the power of 
communi ty in order to promote cultural heritage 
conservation continuously. 
2) People in the Mon community should be the key 
player in cultural conservation who ·passes on the 
knowledg~ about the Mon culture to others in the · 
commtm!~.Y ~nd outsiders. Therefore, people in the ~ . 
Mon commun ity should study and clearly understand 
about culture, tradition, and the way of li fe of Mon 
people. 
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