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About IRAJ Research Forum (IRF): 

The /RAJ Research Forum is an Intern ati onal non-profit academic assoc iatio n under 

· Peoples Empowerment Trust' with the stated goal s of promoting cooperati on 

among scienti sts, defend ing scientific freedom. encouragin g sc ientific responsibility, and 

su pporting sc ientific educJtion and science outreach t()f the bette rment of a ll hu manity . It i'> 

the one of the world's largest and most prestigious general sc ientific society. 

Objective of IRF: 

·:· To provide a world class platform to researchers to share the research findings by 

. organizing International/National Conferences. 

·:· To use the research output of the conference in the class room for the benefits of the 

students. 

·:· . To encourage researchers to identify significant research issues in identified areas, in 

the field of Science. Engineering. Technology and Management. 

·:· To help dissemination of their work through publications in a journal or in the form of 

.conference proceedings or books. 

·:· To help them in getting feedback on their research work for improving the same and 

making them more relevant and meaningful , through collective efforts. 

•:• To encourage regional and international communication and collaboration; promote 

professional interaction and lifelong learning; recognize outstanding contributions of 

indiv iduais and organizations; encourage scholar researchers to pursue studies and 

careers in circuit branches and its applications. 

•:• To set up, establish, maintain and manage centers of excellence for the study of /on 

related subjects and discipline and also to run self supporting projects for the benefit 

of needy persons, irrespective of their caste, creed or rei igion. 

About IASTEM: 

International Academy of Science, Technology, Engineering and Management 

(IASTEM) is a non-profit private association dedicated to the promotion of international 

education and university cooperation in the field of Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Management. It is a Branch of The international Institute of Engineers and Researchers 

(The IIER). 
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EDITORIAL 

It is my proud privilege to welcome you a ll to the IAST EM International Conference 

at San Francisco, USA in association wi th The II ER. I am happy to see the papers from a ll 

part of the world and some of the best paper published in this proceed ings. This proceedi ng 

brings out the various Research papers from d iverse areas of Science, Engineering, 

Technology and Management. This platform is intended to provide a platform for 

researchers, educators and professionals to present their discoveries and innovati ve practice 

and to explore future trends and applications in the field Science and Engineering. However, 

this conference will also provide a forum for dissemination of knowledge on both theoretical 

and applied research on the above said area with an ultimate aim to bridge the gap between 

these coherent disciplines of knowledge. Thus the forum accelerates the trend of development 

of technology for next generation. Our goal is to make the Conference proceedings useful 

and interesting to audiences invoived in research in these areas, as well as to those involved 

in design, implementation and operation. to achie\e the goal. 

I once again give thanks to the Institute of Research and Journals, IASTEM, The IIER 

for organizing this event in San Francisco, USA. I am sure the contributions by the authors 

shall add value to the research community. I also thank all the International Advisory 

members and Reviewers for making this event a Successful one. 

Editor-In-Chief 

Dr.P.Suresh 
M.E, Ph.D. Professor and Controller of Examinations, 

Karpagam College of Engineering., 
Coimbatore, India . 
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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 
THAILAND: A CASE OF STUDENTS IN SAKON NAKHON RAJABHAT 

UNIVERSITY 

NIPON SASITHORNSAWAPA 

Su:.m Sunandha Rajabhat Uni versity. Bangkok. Tha iland 
E-mail : nipon.sa@ssru .ac th 

Abstraet- Th is research aims to study the politi cal participation of the students in regular programs of Sakon Nakhon 
Rajabhat University in the general election of Thai land, and to compare the politi ca l participation beha vior in the general 
election of each groups of the students divided according to demographic factors. The samples were 400 students in the regular 
programs from five main faculties who were se lected by using simple random technique. The sample size was determined by 
using Taro Yamane. The main tool used to coll ect the data was the questionnaires . The data were anal yzed using descriptive 
statistics, together with the independent sam ple t-test and one-way ANOVA The data analysis revealed that the level of 
political participation of the respondents in the general election, before, during, and after the election, was all found to be at 
high level. The top three aspects of pre-election partici-pation were : checking thei r eligibility in voting; getting involved in an 
election campaign; and learning about politi cal parties and candidates. ln terms of the participation during the election, the top 
three aspects were: casting a ballot ; observing vote buying; paying interest in vcte-counting process, whereas in terms of the 
participation after the election, the top three aspects were: paying close attention in the formation of the government; paying 
interest in the result of voting; and paying close attention to the announcement of the official results of the election . When 
comparing the political participation of the respondents divided according to the demographic factors (i.e gender, year of 
study, and faculty) , there was no variance in all demographic factors used to analyze , therefore, the hypothesis related to the 
difference of political participation of the students in the general election based on the demographic profile was rejected. 

Index Terms- general election, political participat ion. students 

I . INTRODUCTION 

Democracy is a system of government in which 
citizens exercise power by electing repr.esentadves 
from among themselves to form a government body. 
Democracy has as its default principle the concept of 
majority rule. Or in the words, in democracy, the 
government is formed based on the majority of votes 
from the citizens of the country who have basic rights 
that the state cannot take away from . In democracy, 
the citizens can exercise . their right directly or used 
through their representatives whom they have elected. 
The democracy in which the public decisions are made 
by the citizens directly is referred to as a direct 
democracy. One of the main examples of th e direct 
democracy is the referendum. Another type of the 
democracy is known as a representative democracy in 
which the citizens exercise their power through their 
elected representatives. The example of the 
representative democracy is the general election. 
Democracy is characterized by the principle of 
political and legal equality ofthe citizens as well as the 
political participation of the citizens. It is argued that 
the political participation of the citizens is a major 
indicator of the level of the democracy in a society. 
This means that in a society that the political 
participation of the citizens is high , the level of the 
democracy in that society is also high, whereas low 
level of political participation of the citizens means 
low level of democracy in that society [ 1]. 

Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University is an educational 
institution that aims to develop and enhance the 
youths' skills, knowledge, morality so that they can 
become good citizens of the nation . These youths are 
essential resources of the country who can shape the 
future of the nation. They have a significant impact on 
the national growth. The role of Suan Sunandha 
Rajabhat University in developing th e youths is 
correspond to the national economic and social 
development pian which sets people as the center or 
the key of the development of th e nation . ln 2014, 
there wer!:-a total of 14,897students !n the uni ver~i ty. 

The main roles of the students do not cover only 
learning from the textbooks, but they also encompass 
participation in other significant activities including: 
I) taking part in setting the national pol icy and 
planning the economic and social development at both 
national and regional levels; 2) participating in 
political decision-making; 3) partiCipating in 
inspecting the procedure oft he exercise of state power; 
4) supporting and contributing in th e public activities; 
and 5) contributing in educating other people about 
the democratic form of government with the king as 
Head of State. With the aim to gain an understanding 
to role in political participation of the students, this 
research focuses on the political participation of the 
students in regular programs of Sakon Nakhon 
Rajabhat · University in the general election of 
Thailand. 
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II. OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH 
( I ) to study the political participation of the students 
in regutar programs of Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat 
University in the general election ofThailand; and 
(2) to compare the political participation behavior in 
the general election of each groups of the students 
divided accordi ng to demographic factors. 

Ill . LITERATURE REVIEW 

Related studies on the political participations in th e 
genera l election arc as tallows: 
Pusanga (20 12) points out that political participation 
refers to the many activities used by citizens to 
influence the decision-making process of the state 
leader in setting the policy and encourage the 
government to develop the country based on their 
wishes (2]. 
In boon (20 12) states that political participation means 
giving an opportunity for people to make a decision 
and set what they actually want. This is a means to 
enforce the power of people so that they can actively 
manage the resources, make the decision, and control 
activities of the society. rather than being passive 
citizens (3 ). 
Thongploy (2013) argues that political participation 
can be defined as practices that aim to influence the 
decision-making process of the government (4]. 
Jeerarnakorn (2009) defines political participation as 
practices of people that have an influence on the 
political system. Such practices, in turn, affect the 
goals and/or policy setting process of the government 
and the election process of the national leaders. The 
effect of these practices can be either direct or indirect, 
one time or continuous, and legal or illegal (5). 
Kantikul (201 0) studied about a political participation 
model . of the . people in Dusit District, Bangk0k and 
founq that the most .accessible and simplest way for 

. :, . ye()ple to participate in political l;!Ctivjty is. loc<!l 
representatives or MPs election. This study also report 
that people will participate in political activities only 
once they are forced by law (6]. 

In summary, the concept of political participation 
used in this research is that it refers to rightful 
behaviors or participation in various activities of 
people in a society according to their willingness and 
the laws such as paying close attention to the political 
news and activities, encouraging other people to use to 
right to votes, participating in the campaign, and 
discussing and expressing views about the political 
issues. 

Office of the election commission of Thailand 
(2014) .states that Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Thailand 2007 prescribes the types of political 
participation as follows [7] .: 

I. Pre-election activities include 
1.1 Checking the eligibility in voting 

1.2 Learning about the political parties and 
candidates 

1.3 Getting involved in an election campaign 
1.4 Participating in the campai gn speech given by 

the candidates 
1.5 Inspecting the mi sconduct th at may happen 

1.6 Studying th e candidates' pro fil e 
1.7 Negotiatin g th e politica l poli cy 

2 Activit ies during the e lection-
2.1 Observing vote buying 
2.2 Casting a ballot 
2.3 Paying interest in vote-counting process 
2.4 Taking part as a committee in a Polling 

Station Commission 
2.5 Reporting when finding unusual events 

2.6 Encouraging other persons to cast the 
2. 7 Rejecting vote-buying 
2.8 Inspecting the events to ensure that the 

e lection follows the rules 

3. Activities after the election include: 
3.1 Paying close attention to the announcement of 

the official results of the election 
3.2 ~ing interest in the resuh of H)(ing 
3.3 Paying close attention in the formation of 

government 
3.4 Paying close attention to the performance of 

the elected candidates 
3.5 Taking part in a group for the recall of an 

e lected politician when misconduct is found . 

IV. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

As mentioned earlier that the primary aim of this 
research is to study the political participation of the 
students in the regu lar programs of Sakhon Nakhou .. 
Rajabhat. University, Sakon Nakhon pro\'incc, 

. Thailand .in the general . election . of Thailand, 
therefore, in order to achieve this aim, the research 
utilized the quantitative research method. 

The population ofthe study was 14,897 students in 
the regular programs from five faculties at this 
university. The samples of 400 students were selected 
by simple random technique. This number of the 

sample was calculated by using Taro Yamane. The 
main tool used to collect the data was questionnaires. 
The validity of the measuring instrument was 
determined by Content Validity Index (CVI) and the 
result was higher than 0.5. The modified 
questionnaires were tried out with other 30 samples. 
The internal consistency reliability (Cronbach 's 
coefficient alpha) was higher than 0.8. 

The descriptive statistics were used in this study to 
analyze and interpret the data. These include 

percentage, mean, and standard dev·iation. Moreover, 
the independent sample t-test and one-way ANOV A 
was also employed to analyze the data. 
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Polit ica l Pan icipation In The Genera l Ekction O f Thai land· A Case Of Students In Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University 

V. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

T he results of the data analysis is presented in 2 parts. 
Part I reports th e analysis of th e respondents· 
demographic pro fil e and Part 2 di scusses about th e 
level of politi cal pa rticipation or th e students in th e 
genera l elec ti on o f Thai land di " idcJ in te rms of 
pre-election , durin g the election, and a fter the 
elec ti on . 

Part I T he analysis of th e respondents ' pro li le 
In thi s part the respondents' demographi c profil e in 

term s of gender, year of study, and faculty are 
presented as foll ows: 

Table I Number and percentage of the respondents based on 
demographic profile 

Demographic factors Number Percentage 

Gender 

Male 212 53 
Female 188 47 

Total 400 100 
Year o• s:ud'; 
1.r year 62 15.5 
t d year 122 30.5 

rd 
3 year 119 29.8 
4'" year 71 17.8 
sr" year 26 6.5 

Total 400 100 
Faculties 

Faculty of Education 69 17.3 

Faculty of Science 71 17.8 

·· Faculty of Management 69 17.3 

Science 

Faculty of Agricultural 61 15.3 

Technology 

Faculty of Humanities 130 32.5 
and Social Sciences 

Total 400 100 

Table I shows that 53 percent of the respondents are 
male, and the remaining 47 percent are female. In 
terms of the year of study, 15.5 percent of the 
respondents are currently in the 1st year, 30.5 percent 
in the 2"d year, 29.8 percent in the 3'd year, 17.8 
percent in the 4th year, and 6.5 percent in the 5th year. 
As in terms of the faculty, the majority of the 
respondents are the students from the faculty of 
Humanities and Social ScienceS, accounting for 32.5 
percent, followed by I 7.8 percent of the students from 
the Faculty of Science, and then 17.3 percent each 
from the Faculty of Education and the Faculty of 

Management Science, and the remaining 15.3 percent 
are !Tom the Faculty of Agricultura l Techn ology. 

Part 2 The analysis of th e leve l of Political 
parti cipation of th e respondents in th e genera l e lection 

using mean ( X ) and standard devia ti on (SO) are 
presented in Tables 2-4 

Table 2 Mean ( X ) and s tandard deviation (SO) of th e level of 
political pa rticipation of the res po nd e nts in the ge nera l e lect ion 

in terms of pre-election acti vities 

Level of the 

Ac t ivities part ici pat ion 

X S.D. Leve l 

1. Checking the eligibili ty in 

voting 
4.37 0.65 high 

2. Learning about the political 
4 .18 0 .59 high 

parties and candidat es 

3. Getting involved in an election 
4 .30 0 .63 high 

campaign 

4. Participating in the campaign 
4 .16 0 .61 high 

speech given by the candidates 

5. Inspecting the misconduct that 
4 .13 0 .61 high 

may happen 

6. Studying the candidates' 
4.14 0 .64 high 

prof~e 

7. Negotiating the political pol icy 
4.12 0 .66 high 

Total 4.20 0 .63 high 

The data in Table 2 shows that the overall level of 
political participation ofthe students was at high level. 
The pre-election participatory activities which are 
found to be the top three, sorted in descending order, 
were: checking their eligibility in voting; getting 
involved in an election campaign; and learning about 
political parties and candidates. 

Table3 Mean ( X ) and standard deviation (SO) of th e len t of 
political participation of the respondents in the general election 

In (Ci'UIS Uf XCti~ititS during U1t: eJectiUII 

Leve l of the 

Activit ies part ici pation 

X S.D. Leve l 

1. Observing vote 
4.23 0.65 High 

Buying 

2. Casting a ballot 4.29 0.65 High 

3. Paying interest in 
4.27 0.62 High 

vote-counting process 

4.Taking part as a committee in a 
4.16 0.66 High 

Polling Station Commission 

5. Reporting when finding 
4.20 0.67 High 

unusual events 

6. Encouraging other persons to 
4.22 0.62 High 

cast the 

?.Rejecting vote-buying 4.17 0.65 High 

Proceedings of 49th IASTEM International Conference. San Francisco, USA, 201h-2 1" March 2017, ISBN: 978-93-8629 1-88-2 



Political Participation In The General Election Of Thailand: A Case Of Students In Sakon Nakhon Rajabhat University 

8. Inspecting the events to 

ensure that the election follows 

the rules 

Total 

4.19 0.64 High 

4.22 0.65 

The data in Table 3 reported that overall , the political 
participation of the students was found to be at high 
leve l. The top three aspects of such participation. 
sorted in descending order were: casting a ballot; 
observing vote buying; and paying interest in 
vote-counting process. 

Table~ Mean \ X ) and standard deviation (SO) of the level of 
political participation of the respondents in the general election 

in terms of activities after the election 

1. Paying close attention to the 

announcement of the official 

results of the election 

2. Paying interest in the result of 

voting 

3. Paying close attention in t he 

formation of government 

4 Paying c!ose attentio" to the 

performance of the eiected 
candidates 

5. Taking part in a group for the 

recall of an elected politician 

when misconduct is found. 

Total 

X 

4. 17 

4.20 

4.25 

3.81 

3.79 

4.04 

Level of the 

Participation 

S.D. Level 

.67 high 

.63 high 

.61 high 

. 7~ H1gh 

.74 high 

0.68 high 

According to data shown in Table 4, in terms of the 
partic ipation after the election of the students, the 
overall result showed high-level participation, with 
the top three aspects, sorted in descending order as 
follows: paying interest in the formation of the 

government; paying inte rest in the result of voting; 
and following announcement of the officia l results of 
the election. 

When comparing the political participation of the 
respondents divided according to the demographic 
factors ( i.e. gender. year of study, and faculty). using 
t-test and one-way A NOVA, th e result reported . that 
there was no variance in all demographic !actors used 
to analyze (t = -0.87 and Sig = 0.54 for the gender, F = 

1.45 and P = 0.38 t\)r the year of study. and F = I. 78 
and P = 0.19 for the faculty) . Therefore. the hypothesis 
related to the difference of political participation of the 
students in the general election based on the 
demographic profi le was rejected. 
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