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EDITORIAL

It is my proud privilege to welcome you all to the IASTEM International Conference
at San Francisco, USA in association vith The IER. 1 am happy to see the papers from all
part of the world and some of the be:  paper published in this proceedings. This proceeding
brings out the various Research _pers from diverse areas of Science. Engineering.
Iechnology and Management. This platform is intended to provide a plattorm for
researchers. educators and professionals to present their discoveries and innovative practice
and to explore future trends and applications in the field Science and Engineering. However,
this conference will also provide a forum for dissemination of knowledge on both theoretical
and applied research on the above said area with an ultimate aim to bridge the gap between
these coherent disciplines of knowledge. Thus the forum accelerates the trend of development
of technology for next generation. Our goal is to make the Conference proceedings useful
and interesting to audiences invoived  research in these areas, as well as to those involved

in design. implementation and operation. 10 achieve the goal.

I once again give thanks to the Institute of Research and Journals, IASTEM, The IIER
for organizing this event in San Fran: co, USA. I am sure the contributions by the authors
shall add value to the research community. [ also thank all the International Advisory

members and Reviewers for making this event a Successful one.

Editor-In-Chief
Dr. P. Suresh
M.E, Ph.D. Profess: and Controller of Examinations,
Karpagar College of Engineering,,
Coimbatore, India.




POLITICAL PARTICIPATION IN THE GENERAL ELECTION OF
THAILAND: A CASE OF STUDENTS IN SAKON NAKHON RAJABHAT
o "'NIVERSITY

NIPC  SASITHORNSAWAPA

Suan Sunandha L ggabhat Unversity, Bangkolb Theplond
E-mail: mipon safaissru ac th

Abstract- This research amms to study the political participation of the students i regular programs of Sakon Nakhon
Rajabhat University in the general election of Thaitand, and to compare the political participation behavior in the general
election of each groups of the students divided according to demographic factors. The samples were 400 students in the regular
programs from five main faculties who were selec  * by using simple random technique. The sample size was determined by
using Taro Yamane. The main tool used to collec ¢ data was the questionnaires. The data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, together with the independent sample t-test and one-way ANOVA. The data analysis revealed that the level of
political participation of the respondents in the general election, before, during, and afier the election, was all found to be at
high level. The top three aspects of pre-election participation were: checking their eligibility in voting; getting involved in an
election campaign; and learning about political parties and candidates. In terms of the participation during the election. the top
three aspects were: casting a ballot; observing vote buying; paying interest in vete-counting process. whereas in terms of the
participation afier the election, the top three aspects were: paying close attention in the formation of the government: paying
interest in the result of voting; and paying close attention to the announcement of the official results of the election. When
comparing the political participation of the respondents divided according to the demographic factors (i.e. gender, year of
study, and faculty), there was no variance in all demographic factors used to analyvze. therefore. the hypothesis related to the
difference of political participation of the students in the general election based on the demographic profile was rejected.

Index Terms- general election. political participation, students

I. INTRODUCTION : Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University is an educational
institution that aims to develop and enhance the
Democracy is a system of government in which  youths skills, knowledge, morality so that they can
citizens exercise power by electing representatives  become good citizens of the nation. These youths are
from among themselves to form a government body.  essential resources of the country who can shape the
Democracy has as its default principle the ¢ ept of  future of the nation. They have a significant impact on
majority rule. Or in the words, in democ vy, the  the national growth. The role of Suan Sunandha
government is formed based on the majority vl votes  Rajabhat University in developing the youths is
from the citizens of the country who have basic rights  correspond to the national economic and social
that the state cannot take away from. In democracy,  development plan which sets people 4s the center or
the citizens can exercise their right directly or used - the kev of the development of the nation. In 2014,
threugh their representatives whom they have elected.  there were a total of 14,897students in the university.
The democracy in which the public decisions are made ~ The main roles of the students do not cover only
by the citizens directly is referred to as a direct  learning from the textbooks, but they also encompass
democracy. One of the main examples of the direct  participation in other significant activities including:
democracy is the referendum. Another type of the 1) taking part in setting the national policy and
democracy is known as a representative democracy in  planning the economic and social development at both
which the citizens exercise their power through their  national and regional levels; 2) participating in
elected representatives. The example of the  political decision-making; 3) participating in
representative democracy is the general election. inspecting the procedure of the exercise of state power;
Democracy is characterized by the princinle of  4)supporting and contributing in the public activities;
political and legal equality of the citizensasw  asthe  and 5) contributing in educating other people about
political participation of the citizens. It is argued that  the democratic form of government with the king as
the political participation of the citizens is a major ~ Head of State. With the aim to gain an understanding
indicator of the level of the democracy in a society.  to role in political participation of the students, this
This means that in a society that the nolitical  research focuses on the political participation of the
participation of the citizens is high, the lev of the  students in regular programs of Sakon Nakhon
democracy in that society is also high, whereas low  Rajabhat" University in the general election of
level of political participation of the citizens means  Thailand.
low level of democracy in that society {1}].
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8. Ipspecting the aventsto

ensure that the election foliows 419 064 High

the ru' =~

rotal 4.22 0.65 High

The data in Table 3 reported that overall. the political
participation of the students was found to be at high
fevel. The top three aspects of such participation.
sorted in descending order were: casting a ballot:
observing vote buying: and payving interest in
LOIC-COUNtING Proeess.

Table 4 Mean ( X | and standard deviation (SD) of the level of

political participation of the respondents in the general election
in terms of activities after the election

tevel of the

SR __ Errrapation
; 5.D. Level
1. Paying ciose attention to the
announcement of the officiai  4.17 .67 high
results of the election
2. Paynr\g interest in the result of 420 6 high
voting
3. Paying Flose attention in the 425 61 high
formation of government
4. Paying close attention to the
oceformance of the eected 381 7e High
candidates
5. Taking partin a group for the
recall of an elected politician 379 74 high
“hen miscond - -5 found.
Touw: «.04 0.68 high

According to data shown in Table 4, in terms of the
participation after the election of the students, the
overall result showed high-level participation, with
the top three aspects, sorted in descending order as
follows: paying interest in the formation of the

government: paying interest in the result of voting:
and following announcement of the official results of
the election.

When comparing the political participation of the
respondents divided according to the demographic
factors (i.e. gender. year of study. and faculty). using
{-test and one-way ANOVA, the result reported that
there was no variancee in all demographic factors used
to analyze (1~ -0.87 and Sig = 0.54 for the gender. FF =
PaSand P = 038 for the veur of study and 11— 1,78
and P = 0.19 tor the faculty). Theretore. the hypothesis
related to the difference of political participution of the
students in the general election based on the
demographic profile was rejected.
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